
 

CELEBRATING HOWARD. B THOMAS 

The gentleman who generously donated the land for our school.  

Howard B. Thomas was born on January 20, 1919, moved to McDonald 
Road in 1924, and lived in this school district for 71 years.  He attended 
Burlington schools, two years at Burlington High School (now an apart-
ment building on the corner of Walker and French Roads), and junior and 
senior years at Plato Center High School (so he could play basketball).  He 
was valedictorian of the 1936 class. 

   Mr. Thomas served on the school board from 1950 to 1975 and served as the board president for 17 of those 
years.  He missed only two board meetings in his 25 years of service to the school community. This is one example of 
his dedication and commitment.  Mr. Thomas was instrumental in consolidating the area into a school district and se-
curing the land on which the current Central Middle School is located.  After this land was purchased, H.B. Thomas and 
his son, Howard W. Thomas, were part of a small group of men who farmed the land and turned the profits over to the 
school system. 

   Howard B. Thomas valued education and worked as a school board member to provide quality educational opportu-
nities for students in this district.  He was a hard worker and, according to his daughter, Mrs. Van Meter, had a good 
sense of humor. These are some great qualities for our students to emulate. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

On Wednesday, February 6th (pending no more snow days) will be 100th day of school. We 

will be celebrating two very special events, the 100th day of school AND the 100th birthday 

of Howard B. Thomas. We’ll kick-off the day with an assembly to honor both events. Mr. 

Thomas’s family members will be in attendance and share a little about his life, and of 

course we have some 100th day FUN planned too! 

 

 

 

 

 DRESS FOR THE DAY! 

Start planning your outfit for the BIG day now. We are asking students and staff to dress like 

they are 100 years old. Will you look spiffy when you’re 100, getting around with a cane or 

walker, holding up your britches with suspenders or have a shawl around you to keep warm? 

We can’t wait to see what you have planned. Check out the great costume ideas on Google 

and Pinterest.   

 


